1122	INDIAN  MEDICIISAL  PLANTS
Monoecious, climbing to a conbideiable height; stems 5-angled,
blabious, \vJth sharp angles which aie often bcabiid.   IVndnls usually
3-fid.    Leaves  orbicular in outline, pale gicen, 15-20 cm   long and
broad, palmately 5-7-angled or sublobatc, scabrid oti both sides, base
cordate,   nerves   and   veins   piomment beneath; petioles 5-12,5 cm.
long,   angular,   scabrid      Male   floweis   in   axillary   12-20-ftowered
racemes   10-15  cm    long.    Calyx  pubescent,   L3  cm,   long;   lobes »
lanceolate,   1   cm.   long.    Petals   2   cm,   long,   spreading, obovaie,
yellow \vith green hairy veins     Stamens 3.    Female flowerb solitary,
in the same axils as the males, peduncles 5-10 cm. long.    Ovary
strongly   ribbed     Fruit   15-30   cm.   long,   clavate-oblong,   tapering
towards the base, very obtuse, smooth, longitudinally ribbed (almost
winged) with 10 sharp angles     Seeds 13 by 6-8 mm , ovoid-oblong,
much  compressed,   slightly  corrugated   on   the   sides,   not  winged
black,
Distribution     Considered to be indigenous   j. India and in the Malay Arclupelago
Cultivated throuph<itit the greater part of India
The fiuit is sweet, oleagenous, cooling; anthelmintic, stomachic,
antipyretic; cures biliousness, asthma, bronchitis; causeb " kapha"
and flatulence—The leaves are stomachic., antibilious antipyretic;
cure bronchitis (Ayurveda).
The medicinal properties are the same as those of L. aegyptiaca
(Yunani).
The seeds possess purgative and emetic properties and also yield
an oil
The pounded leaves are applied locally to splenitis, haemorrhoids,
arid leprosy. The juice of the fresh leaves is dropped into the eyes
of children in granular conjunctivitis, also to prevent the, lids adher-
ing, at night from excessive meibomian secretion. In Cambodia, the
pounded leaves are applied to ringworm.
The fruit in combination with other drugs is prescribed as an
antidote to snake-venom (Vagbhata)- The juice of the leaves is
applied to the part bitten.
The fruit is useless in the symptomatic treatment of snake-bite.
The leaves are also useless as an external application (Mhaskar and
Cains).

